
“To tell the story of anything, you have to tell the story of everything” 
Thomas Berry 

 

 

From July 15-19, we embarked on a heartfelt journey with the Sisters of Our Lady of the Mission 
in Canada, guided by the wisdom and grace of Sister Veronica Dunne. Together, we explored the 
story of the province, through the stories of some early Sisters who came to Canada.  We caught 
glimpses of the faith, compassion, and service that illuminated their path.  

Our primary text for this study was the Chapter about Canada in the book Zeal for Mission, edited 
by Sr. Susan Smith RNDM, and published in 2012.  That chapter is also available at the RNDM 
Canada website at: https://rndmcanada.org/our-history/            

We also “went on pilgrimage” to the old Regina cemetery, where our beloved pioneer sisters rest.  
Their lives are a testament to devotion and sacrifice.  We opened ourselves to the spirit of these 
ancestors, and 
all they had to 
teach us. 

From left:  Pricilla 
Lugun, Thien 
Nguyen,, Veronica 
Dunne, Nwe Ni Oo, 
Jacinta Dkhar, 
Giang 
Pham/Thuong 
Truong 

      

 

 

  

  

In our sharing circle, we also listened to the stories of the pioneer sisters, through the memories of Sr. 

Claire Himbeault, Sr. Melvina Hruska, and Sr. Marilyn LeBlanc. As we listened, we felt the pioneer Sisters 

close to our hearts, stirring deep feelings within us.  
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One of the most important parts during our studies  touched me was 

to  research about our sisters who have gone before us in the early 

days and those who came as missionaries in the beginning.  I wanted 

to know who they were and how they looked. What was their desire 

and ambitions when they came? Did they have enough clothing or did 

they have good shoes to walk in this freezing cold? Questions were 

popping in my head. I did study about the different sisters while 

learning about Foundress Euphrasie. But now I was looking to know 

more about the wonderful sisters who carried the legacy of Euphraise 

Barbier in this beautiful Canadian soil. It was not just a step of sisters 

but it was many steps of sisters. Thank you to Margret Scott for 

providing for us Biographies of sisters which were wonderful and very 

valuable. (Pricilla Lugun)  

 

(Nweni Oo) 

 

"I am grateful for the opportunity given to 
learn, listen, read, reflect, and share as a 
group about the history of the 
foundations of our RNDM Sisters, 
especially to get to know our ancestors 
who sowed the seeds before they 
departed into eternity. I was moved 
deeply visiting their graves at the 
cemetery in Regina” (Jacinta Dkhar) 



Of the twenty-four Sisters buried at the old Regina Cemetery, each of us chose two 

sisters, to whom we felt drawn.  We spent time at the graves of these women, and 

let ourselves be drawn into a relationship with the Sisters we had chosen.  (Or who 

had chosen us?). We sought the biography of each Sister from Carmel Eberius and 

Margaret Scott at our Archives in Rome. Through this process of silence, communion, 

research and conversation with Canadian elders, we gathered, amplified, and 

interiorized their inspiring stories. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


